MARITLYN PORTNOY

July 15, 19 30-—December 2§, 2012
THE FIGHTING LADY

Mari!yn Portnoy came from a line of fz’g/vting women who believed that gender and [ac/(_ of mone)
did not disqzm[i]s) you from exerting z'nﬂuence and kelping Peop[e in_your community. Marilyn’s
wmother, Sally, “Simoma” Bell, arrived at Ellis 1sland at age 12. Simma became a garment wor/@r
who made raincoats, and kelped found the Boston cbapter of the ILGW A, the luternational Ladies
Garment Wor/(fzrs Association, affordz’ng women better wor/g’ng conditions and fairer wages

LIFE IN CHELSEA

Mavrilyn married Edward Portnoy, bad four children,
and soon found staying at bowe with children not
entireb fu[ fil[z’ng. She became a lunch motber, then
the President of the Parent Teacher Organization of
the Shurtleff School and went on to bold the same
position at Chelsea Higb School. Marilyn was more a
strong cultural _Iewisk woman than a re[z'gious person,
but was always active at the Shurtleff Street
Synagogue, mkz‘ng on the role of President of the
Sisterbood.

At this time, Chelsea was cbdnging; Latinx fdmilz'es
were fz’l[z’ng Chelsea’s crowded bousing stoc/&, much as
jewis/v immigrants and Maribm’s famib bhad done
decades before. Mariljn refused to leave Chelsea,
[ovz’ng the city’s c[z"versity and enjoying ber Latinx

and Asian neiglybors’ friendsbip and foods.

Source: Ellen Rovuer, The Chelsea Gateway Project, Cara Portunoy
interview (2021), and the Chelsea Record, January 4, 2013.

ACTIVISM IN EDUCATION

A staunch anti-racist and strong supporter of education,
Mari[)n could see that children’s needs were not being
met as the city went t/oroug/y social and economic
trausitions. She decided to run for the School Board.
She was defeated. With Edward’s support, Mavrilyn ran
again, loecoming the only member of the School Board
who bad children in the Pub[ic school system. She led
Chelsea against Proposition 2 s knowing that [imiting
tax revenues would burt schools and children.

1ST FEMALE ALDERMAN

The “Fighting Lady’s commitment to social justice,
education, and love for Chelsea propel[ed Marilyn to
become the first female Alderman from Ward 1, the first
female Alderman at Large, the first female City Councilor
from District § and the first female President of the City
Council. When Chelsea went into state recei'vers]oip in
1991, Mdribm opposed the city [osing local control. She
t/vouglat that if the city is bro/@n, the city should fix it.

In ber later years, Marilyn became the President of ber
senior living at Adwmiral’s Hill.

Gregarious, caring, and always “fighting” for ber
community, she defied peop[e’s views of Po[iticmns as
narcissistic and monggrabbing.

Maribn Portuoy loved Chelsea and serving the Peop[e init.
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