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Harry Tolman immigrated from Shumsk, Russia, to :

. : > Chelsea in 1902, followed by his wife, Etta, with :“
"= their baby son Meyer in 1904. Harry is the man on ""‘H
ﬁ-& the right in the photo to the left. Their second son, Lﬂg

P Max, was born in Chelsea in 1907. g

c Harry sold rags and junk, initially from a hand- J'"
88 drawn cart. In 1911, he bought a gray mare for his | _'
f-*"L" cart, in his wife's name, for $265. A purchase of ’E."ﬁ
~ thatamount was a major business investment for 7 .
ik Harry, today's equivalent of buying a new truck. To E
7 the left is an image of that receipt. L

Broadway, looking North, Chelsca, Mass. i

Well before 1920, he established a scrap metal
junk shop at 145 Spruce Street. Much later, Harry
became known in and around Chelsea as The

N Y 3 HRBESSUNS Zaydie, acting as a confidant for many members of
NORTH UMON AORSE EXUW{BE) the Elm Street Shul, which he attended. Trusted by

people with their private financial information, >

Harry became an officer in one of Chelsea’s
interest-free loan societies and, according to one
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grandson, eventually served as treasurer of a

) Ay T W ETT S Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society office.
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Harry's older son Meyer became a dermatologist. He lived and practiced on Crescent Avenue in u‘ l | 43 |
Chelsea. Later Meyer practiced at the Massachusetts General Hospital and taught at Harvard '
Medical School. He was the first president of Chelsea's Temple Emmanuel. Meyer and his family
moved from Chelsea to Chestnut Hill in the 1950s. Harry's younger son Max joined his father's
scrap metal business in 1936, while Max's brother Meyer was building his medical practice.

Harry's scrap metal junk shop burned to the ground in 1960. The Zaydie died in 1962, a couple of
months after his great-granddaughter, Lynne Tolman, was born. The Jewish Chelsea Museum is
grateful to Lynne for gifting it this story and the accompanying images.




